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In thoſe dayes there was m King in Iſrael, but every mand 


that which was right in his own 
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1 cowuiendoncies of TOLER ATION, &c. 


IBERTY of CONSCIENCE is a Thins which hath often 
made a very Great Noiſe in the World ; and is at the firſt 
View, a thing highly plauſible; but although it looks hugely 
pretty in the Notion : yet it wasalways found ſtrangely 


Wild and Unmanageable when ever it came to be handled 


by Experience; and we ſhall conſtantly find, That thoſe which cryed it 
up for the moſt Reaſonable Thing in the world, when Themſelves 
ſtood inneed of it, as ſoon asever They came in Power, would ne- 
ver endure to hear of it any longer. They who plead for it for | hem- 
ſelves, do not uſe to allow it to others; It hath always been ſo un- 
lucky,as ſoon as ever it hath ſucceeded, to be laid afide. 
Now Liberty of Conſcience is either Abſolure and Univerſal, 
or Limited and Reſtrained : if Univerſal and Abſolute, it layeth us 
open to all the folly and phrenzy imaginable, to all thoſe Hereſies 
which the Scripture calls Damnable, and is a publick Invitation to all 


| ſorts of ſtrong Deluſions, and the believing of Lyes, which St. Paul 


cautions us ſo much againſt, 2 T heſ, 2,10, 11, And in Rev 2, 14,15, 
the Church of Pergamws is charged not with holding Errors Her 
Self, bur tolerating [hem in Others, Her guilt was, That She had a- 
mong Her, Thoſe who held the Doctrine of Balaam and the Nico 
laitans. = 

Bur if it be Limited and Reſtrained , Then it is no longer Liberty of 
Conſcience; but there isa clear Confeſlion, That < onſcience is not 
ſo Sacred a Thing, bur it ought to have Limits and Reſtraints fer upon 
it, If it be asked, Will you force men to go. againſt their Conſci- 
efices ? I anſwer, That Conſciences may be ſuch, that men ought 
not to be ſuffered to a& according to them, The Scripture telis us x 

- | Sfare 
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Conſcience is.defiled ;, So that Conſcience alone is no ſufficient Juſtift- 
cation ; Conſcience hath its Rule, may ſwerve, and ought very well 


Perſwaſion , But I know withall, That there ought great care to be ta- 
ken, what Minds and Perſwaſions men are of, Thus much I thought 
fit to premize, Becauſe that the Cauſe is thought ſufficiently pleaded, 


as ſoon as ever it can be alledged , This is our Conſcience; For it may 
be your Conſcience and your Crime too. 


He Firſt Thing which I ſhall obſerve in this Treatiſe, whichpretends 

to ſo much Peace, Good Will and Moderation; Is the Time of its 
coming out, and that was the Time of an Invaſion : Was this a Time 
to ripp up and aggravate Diſcontents at Fome, when we were ſet upon 
with a Powerſul Eenemy from abroad 2 Who buta Dxtch man would 
bave gone about to have affrighted the Credulous Vulgar, with this 
Canting Diſmal Strain? p, 80, T7 here are I perceive many Fears and Hopes 
#pon the Minds of People, and the Preſages of their Hearts are mayy : 
T1 know not whether there be any da'h notices from ſome Spirits that Preſide 
over us, of ſome great Events, ſometimes when they are near us : But me- 
thinks the Minds of ſome have of late aboaged ſome very GREAT 
EVIL, or Great Good not to be far from us, &c, He who at ſuch a 
time, Proclaims the Fears of the Nations, Intended ſure ro make 
them fear much more : This way of divulging ſuch Melancholy 
Omens , could have no end, but to diſhearten our People, or to in. 
flame them, I could not, me thoughts, paſs by this Obſervation, becauſe 
it was one Sad Intiance, That the Pritan Spirit hath notat all altered 
his old way of Acting , For ſo did their Forefathers in 88 try how 


far they could terrifie the State at that Time, becauſe it was a Time of 
great Danger. 


| a England at this Time did labour not only with a Warr Abroad, but 
| bello ta eva" with Schiſme at Home : For Schiſmatical Pravity never fails to add.a 
I \.-oohy pu New Combuſtion to the heat of Warr ; The Contumacy, Impudence 
if pore laboravit and Contumelies of theſe Men did never ſbew it ſelf with greater 


Anglia (Schiſ- Infolence. Cambd. Eliz: p.497.. in Editione Lond, M, DC. XV. 


Matica enim 


a Ut extern0 


' pravitas ſemper bello ardente m axime luxuriat) Nec certe coutumax 11 Ecclefiafticos magiflratus im» 
prdentia, © contumelioſa improbitas inſolentius alias ſe exercuit, Camb Eliz. p.497. 


They preſumed upon the neceſſities of the State; then they thought 
they might propoſe and rail. at pleaſure, becauſe the Queens Hands 


were 
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Seared C onſciences, Reprobate Minds, and Thoſe whoſe very Mind and 


to be looked to. I know that no man ought to act againlt bis Mind or 


- 


Diotrephes, the Demonſtration &'c, Thus they uſe their Native Conttrey 
as Simeon and Levi did the Sichemites, as ſoon as they were ſore, then 
not fail to fall upon Them, 1fever the State lies under a Diſadvantage, 
Theſe will not fail to help on the Diſturbance. 

But from the time of the Publication, proceed we to the Book it ſelf, 


The Firſt Thins we find Obſervable is p. 9; 10, 11. 


Here is a company of People about Vs in the Countrey, &c, The moſt 

of them are certainly Inoffenfive Perſons, and there is no more againſt 
Them, than Pliny had againſt the Chriſtians., that They meet and Preach 
and Pray together. &C. 


How harmleſs, or Inoffenſive They may ſeem to You,we know not - 
But This, nor our Neighbour Nation, hath not found Them to be ſuch 
Tame and Modeſt Things : The Time hath been Known, when They 
conld devour Widdows Houſes, as well as for a pretence make long Prayers. 

Our Chariry prompts us to hope, that there are amongſt This Se& 
ſeveral good and well meaning People, and ſuch which of themſelves 
would be very harmleſs and inoffenſive ; yet, Law-makers ought to 
conſider not only what People are, or would be of Themſelves, but 
what ufe others are like to make of them: It is no News for Men 
to be made the Inftruments of a Deſtgn,and yet to know nething of It ; 
to be the great Engines of ſuch buſineſſes, which had they ſeen thorough 


2 ES. Rb 
were ſufficiently full of other buſineſs, Then came out Afar-prelare, 


Them, They would have dyed, rather than to have any thing to do with; ' 


We are therefore not only to conſider the People who meet there, 
but who they are, which have the Manageing of ſuch Meetings ; as 
ſuppoſe now that the ſeparated Congregations ſhould think thoſe men 
the fitteſt to be Their Guides, who led them on to the late War; That 
the chief ſpeakers there ſhould be the Abetters and Applauders of 
the Mutther of the Kjzg. And theſe amongit them who are of 


their own Nature the moſt harmleſs and Inoffenſive, are the moi} 


likely there to be impoſed upon : Ir is therefore the greateſt 
Kindneſs of QCovernment toward ſuch Innocent Men, not to permir 


'the Subtle and Malicious, to make a Prey of 1 hem, and abuſe their 


Credulity to be the Intirument of Their Teachers . Contrivances. 
And whereas it 15 here ſaid * that 1 hey Aecet only to Peach and 


Pray togetizer: Tr ought to be conſidered that we could repeat - 


{trange Things, which have been ſaid in Prayers and SErmuns ; 
neither are we ſurethat They meet only to do that:we Know,that there 


- may 
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may be, and do verily believe, that there isa quite other uſe of ſach 
Aſſemblies, viz. ©* To Form and to Know a Party, to Communicate In- 
* telligence andDiſcontents,to have a Plauſible and Unperceivable way 
« of ſcattering abroad among the whole Nation, all ſorts of little and 
'* Malicious toryes, There is no ſuch Dangerous way of Libellirs, as 
* that wh ch is vulsarly called a good Gift in Prayer, 


TT: next Thins obſervable is p. 13. I wonder really in whoſe ſhops 


Thy have bought their Speftacles,that They can ſee this Great Thing 
Vnityof Fulks Spirits, in Vniformity,&C. 


Surely Uniſormity doth of all Things in the World look moſt like 
ro Unity : And Sr, Paz! recommends it to us upon this very ſcore ; 
7 hat we all ſpeak the ſame Things, being with Hima very great Evi- 
dence, That there ae no Diviſions amongſt Vs. But becauſe {he cre- 
dit of theſe Glaſſes wherein we perſwade our ſelves, That we ſee 
clearly Unity in Uniformity, doth it ſeems depend very much upon 
the Shop they came out of : We ſhall gratife our Author ſo far, as 
to let Him Know whence we had Them; and to go no further, We 
were Adviſed, in the making and uſing of this ſort of Glaſſes by one 
who we are ſure, will not be denyed to be a moſt Skilful Work-man 
in ſuch like Aﬀairs;, even the Non-conformilts entirely beloved 21-. 


__ , ſing his judgment clearly and fully for Uniformity in all its Parts, and 
 Expedit - " utmoſt Extent of it, ** It is fit (faith he) ro take great heed of the de- 
Uſe  frojÞ -, -* ſulrory wits, ;,e. The light giddy headed People,who deſire for them- 
geniis que ſibi © ſelves too boundleſs a Liberty; the Gate is alſo to be Shut againſt 


zimium licere®* curious 7. e, new fangled DoGtrines, 
oolunt, claudgda ef etiam janus curioſis dodrinis, 


bRatio autcm But How is this,think You,to be done, by Liberty of Conſcience? no, 


expeditaad eam but by a more ſober way, ** And for This, there is but one ready and 
l| rem una, 516 affyred way : 
extet ſumma « 41| 


Tt I,which in their Preaching atl ſhould follow, to which alſo all the 
Lg nb Pihops and the Pariſh Prieſts ſhould by Oath be bound, and that no 
recepta, quam © Man ſhould be admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, unleſs he pro 


inter pradi- *© miſed that That conſent of DoRrine ſhould be to him Inviolable. 
candum (ſe- . 


quantur omnes, ad quam etiam obſervandam Omnes Epiſcopi &&+ Parochi qurejuraudo alringantur , 

wt nemo ad munus Eccleſuafticum admittatur ,nift ſpondeat ſibi illum dottrine Conſenſum inviola- 

i zum faturum. | 

| Here wehave Him clear and expreſs, full and home for Uniformity ſo 
ths. - far 


Calvin in his Epiſt, ad Proteftorem Anglie, where we have Him expreſ- 


If there be ſome one Form of DoErine received of ' 
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far as DoQrine reacheth.But Secondly, He is as clear for Uniformity in 


- Prayers, and the Rites and Ceremonies thereof. 


** Asto theForme of Prayers andRitesEccleſiaſtical,l do very mnchap- Quod ad for- 
" prove,that there be One cer tainOne,partly to provide againſt the ſim- mulam Precum 
** plicity and idleneſs of ſome, and partly to Demonſtrate the agree- OR ituum Ec. | 
** ment of' our Churches berween themſelves, ard Laſtly to provide Joc ag a 
** again{t the deſultory Levity of thoſe men who are alwaies affeR- cer: , io extet 
**1ng Novelties, . a que Paſtori- © 

| | bus Diſcedere 
in fundtione ſui Non Liceat, tam ut conſulatur quorundam fimplicitati © inertia, Tum ut certd 
couftet Omnium Fccleſiarum inter ſe Conſenſus, Poftrems etiam ut obviam eatur deſultorie quo-. 
rundam levitati qui novationes quaſdam affeltant, P. 68, 96, &c, 


The Second of theſe Reaſons comes home to what our Author 
makes ſuch: a Wonder of, viz, That Uniformity is a great Degree 
and Evidence of our Unity: And we are told alittle before in the 
ſame Epiſtle that there a ſort of ſeditious People in England,which all 
Authority 1s highly concerned to provide againſt, and He Deſcribes 06435 foqui- 


- them Thus, © Thereare (faith he) ſome Brain-ſick People in England, dam qui ſub 


© who under the pretence of the Goſpel, bring in all ſorts of diſor- Evangeli no- 
der, And his ſentence is very Peremptory concerning them; that They j*'** ee” 
ought ©* To bereſtrained by the Avenging Sword. _ SET. 
Now who theſe People are, who are complained of, as the de- 5,,,,, ,1,. 
ſtroyers of all order, is not ſurely hard to be conceived : They are gj, a, 
the Deſtroyers of all order, who refuſe to be under any , who &c. 
will own the obligation of ro Law (asto theſe Externals wherein 
order alone can have any place) bur take it very ill; that They are 
not left wholly and alcogether to their own Humour and - Caprici- 
ouſneſs, or what ever elſe it is poſſible for them to miſtake for, 
or to pretend to be their Conſcience, And ncw if we think that 
Unitormity looks like Unity,we hope the Glaſſes which we ſee this tho- 
rough , will be no-longer derided, when we conſiderin whoſe ſhops 
we found. them.expoſed to our open view, and we our ſelves were 
particularly called: upon by the chief Artificer, to make uſe of Them 
for this very particular purpoſe and occaſion. 
But that Uniformity is a Thing highly to be deſired, and by all poſli- 
ble means to be endeavoured after and procured, Is a Thins which I 
ſuppoſe will not be denyed by that Party which is here chiefly pleaded 
for ; Becauſe that they have with Hands lifted up to Heaven,ſworne 
Themſelves, and not only ſo, but with all manner of Art and V10- 
lence, did perſwade and force every one they had Intereſt in, or 
bw Power 


#7 0 
Power over, to Swear with Them; That they would endeavour to 
bring t he Churches of God in the Three Kingdoms, to the neareſt Con- 
qunttion and UNIFORMITY in Religion, Confe ſſionof Faith, 
Form «f Church-Government, Direftory for Worſhip and Catechiſpug. See 
the Firſt Act of the Covenant. 


We have One Argument more for Uniformity, and that is, The 


Horrible Divifions which we have ſeen to ariſe for the want it; and 
here we appeal to the Sober Part of our Adverfaries, who whentime 
was, made great Complaints of this yery Thing, the ſight of the hi 
deous Herefies, Schiſmes and Scandals, which did immediately ariſe a- 
mons Themſelves, did make them cry out mightily totheir Rylers for 
a Law, to ſet bounds to the Conſciences of their own Brethren, Li- 
berty of Conſcience is ſo wild a Spirit, as no Circle will keep in order: 
And to ſpeak the Truth, it isa Contradiction to own that pretence, 
and then to offer to ſet any Bounds unto it, | 
But to draw towards a Concluſion of this Argument, we do verily 
believe, That Uniformity if it were carefully maintained, and dili. 
gently looked after, would ina few years recall our Ancient Unity , 
The People would quickly forget all theſe Fantaſies, if it were nor. 
for theſe ſmall Levites which are perpetually buzzing them into their 
ears; We ſhould quickly ſee, that the People would come to the 
Churches, if there were not ſo many Conventicles to keep them 
thence; andif they were but uſed for a little while to come thither , 
they would not find the Liturgy to be ſuch a fearful Idol, as they have 
been often told of : And I durit confidently ſay, That if a Tryal were 
made in any gathered Church about the Town, and many of our 
Prayers were there repeated memoriter , that that man would be ac- 
counted one of great Gifts that could pray ſo ſweetly : It is nothing 
bur unacquaintedneſs which makes them lyable to be fo ſcared, with 
all thoſe terrible and sroundlefs Stories, And I here durſt boldly 
appeal to Thouſands, who have ſince the Kings Return, gone once 
' or twice to hear the Common-Prayer out of Curioſity , and have 
cone ever after out of Conſcience; and have much wondered at, and 
deſpiſed their own credulity, in thatthey were ever brought to enter. 
rain ſuch hard jealouſies of ſo harmleſs a Thing, 


Ur we are told in the next place, That to make Laws in Religious 
| Matters eſnecially,(and by the ſame Rule in every thing elſe) is a 
thing, to ſay no more, perfectly inſignificant and abſolutely uſeleſs, 
For, 1t is a Principle of a ſerious tender Chriſtian, that he wonld not as 
an) 
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V any thing for fear, Which he Would not out of C onſcience, i, e, As theſe 
words muſt ſignifie in this place, hewill do no more for the ſake of 
the Law,then he would have done without it: And it is a deadly Tempta- 
tion againſt the preſent InjunttHons,that they have a penalty annexed to them, 

Did ever any hear of a Law withouta Penalty ? was ever an In- 
junction drawn up in this form? Theſe things we do enjoin you to do; 
and if you do them, it ſhall be to you the ſame thing as if you ler 
themalone. If the Church hath power to command us any thing, we 
need go nofarther then common ſenſe to infer ; That ſhe hath pow- 
er to puniſh, if that be not done which is commanded; and now thar 
the Church hath power to make Injun&ions of this nature, We have 
evidence enough from the Scripture it ſelf, where we find our Saviour 
ſo far owning this Authority, as that he ſubmitted to it: The Feaſt of 
the Dedication was of Inſtitution purely humane, and yet our Lord 
obſerved it; 7ohn 10,22, Nay farther, our Saviour did not only ob- 
ſerve humane Inſtitutions, where there was no particular command in 
Scripture for them; but he alſo did obſerve ſuch as were in outward 
Circumſtances, quite different from what the Scripture hath appointed 
them to be in. If this ſeems ſtrange to us, let us look into Exod. 12.11. 

« where we find the very manner of eating the Paſsover plainly preſcri- 

=p bed to us, to be done in a ſtanding-Polture, and that with all the 
punctual Formality, of their Loyns girt, Shooes on their Feet, and 

| Staves in their Hands. Now our Saviour eats it quite otherwiſe, in a 

| Table-poſture leaning, without Loyns girt, Shooes on his Feet, or 

Staff in his Hand, in perfect compliance with the Uniform practice of 

that age he lived 1n, | 

| And that all good Order and Authority was not buryed with the 

| Synagogue, 1s apparent fromSt. Paxl, Cor. 14, 10, Let all things be 

| done decently and in order, Upon which Calvin, © This which St. Paul nou pote#t ha- 

| 


« here requires, cannot be had, unleſs ſome Conſtitutions ( like beii quod 
«Bonds ) be added, by which Order and Decorum may be ob- Pa#!us bic ex. 
« ſerved. ED 


igit nit additts 


| ; Coniutionibus 
tanquam Vinculis, quibys tpſe Ordo © Decorum ſervetur, 


And Melanfhon in his common places, Cap de politia Eccleſfiaft. 
throughout, * Take away the Obligation of humane Ordinances, Men ec regi 
* cannot be governed or reſtrained ; So that let us aſſure our ſelves, nec c0:ceri ho- 
«© thattake away the Ordinances of the Church, and the Church it ſelf 75 9ſnnt 
.£C 1Sin da \ er. - Ri CC. Ita ſcia- 
o ng þ ; A Bog K: : amrus Di/jipas: 
ex Ordinationibus EccleſiaFicis periclitari etiam Eccleſs m. 


Add 
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| ram hominum ,, ; 


que non pote. 
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Tpſam vi- Add in the cloſeof that Argument, © Let us look but into humane 


tam ac natu-- DR Ws I 
** Nature,and Man-kind's way of living, and we ſhall find that it cannot 


earere Ceremonis © ritibus, ut ſpe jam diftum ef. 
But why do we mention particular Perſons? when if there were 
occaſion to multiply words in ſo clear a caſe, we have the joint con- 


teſlion of a'l the reformed Churches , and he who pleaſeth to look | 


into the Harmony of Confeſſions , may ſatisfie himſelf at leiſure - 
We ſhall only mention the Bohemian, becauſe it carries its reaſon 4- 
long with it. C. 8, Sed, 10, P, 12. - | 
Dotent etiam * They do teach likewiſe, That there ought to be a ſet-Conſtituti- 
#4miniitratio- © on, and a certain Order of Adminiſtration in the Holy Church , For 
14g p without a Conſtitution and an outward Adminiſtration for Order,it 
mem cerrom =, CAnnot poſlibly go well with the Church,as with no other,no not the 
in Sacri Ec- lea(t Community, ; 
. clefia praflan- : 


gm eſſe 3 Abſq; enim Ordinis Conflitutione © Adminifratione externa non potest bono loco eſſe aut 
, Gene cum ipſa ayi, ſicut & cum nulla alia etiam minima communitate. 


But now ſuppoſe the Church make theſe Laws, how if Inferiors will 

not obey them ? 'For that Mr, Calvin ſhall be their Judge in-his Ept- 

le to Fare, p. 9. © This hath always obtained-in the Church, which 

| Semper hoc ©* hath alſo been decreed by the andent Synods, that he who will not 
in Eccleſis be ſubje@ to the Laws of the publick Diſcipline, ſhould be put out of 


waluit quod «<:; 
veteribus Sy- his Otfice and Employment, 


nodis fuit FL ATC 
decretum, wut qui Subjici communis Diſcipline legibus nolgerit MUNERE ABDICET OR. 


Having now upon theſe ſeveral, and we hope convincing Grounds, 
ſhewed,that the Church ſhould have a power of commanding, and con- 
ſequently, of Impoſing Penalties, in caſe of Diſobedience: We ſhall 
a little return and take ſome ſmall notice of the firlt ground of this his 

— Argument, 


Hat a tender Chriſtian Will not do any thing for fear, which He 
. þÞ Wonld not ont of Conſcience. 


If this be intended to repreſent the Gallantry of that party , 


which is here pleaded for; as being a company of Heroick Spt- 
\ its, 
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rits, as that They may be perſwaded, or encouraged , but are at 

no hand to be frighted into any thing; We ſhall then ſay, 

that we never yet ſaw reaſon to believe , that they were Perſor.s 

of ſuch great Braveryand Reſolution ; We have heard indeed by one 


who knew them well, ( King James) That no deſerts would oblige T hem , 
or no Oathes bind Them , bur we never yet heard, but They were as 


. lyable to be terrified, as any other Mortals, we ſuppoſe that 71r. 


Love may well paſs for one of theſe Serious and tender Chriſtians, 


and yet Fear prevailed ſo far upon him, as to make him acknowledg 
his great Guilt and unfeigned Sorrow for great offence, and own thoſe 
whom He conſpired againſt, as the Supream Authority, and promiſe 
all manner of Duty and Submiſſion in hopes of a Reprizve; and that this | 
was not altogether Conſcience, appears in that when they would Re- 
prieve Him no longer, He called themRebels and Traytors, Once again, 
M-Fenbins too,did recant then,and we are more ſure that he did comp- 
ly then,out of the principle of Fear, then we are that his not Conſorm- 
ing now,proceeds purely out of aPrinciple of Conſcience. Nay, Did not 
thac whole t arty lay aſide ali: mention of the Covenant, from Ar. Love's 
Death,till juſt upon the Kixg*sReltauration ? Now I ſuppoſe Fear had 
ſome Influence upon them in This,as well asConſcience, the truth of it 
is, They are like Spaniels, if they ſeem to love any,it is after they have 
been ſoundly beaten , or rather, They are of the baſeſt of all Diſpo- 
ſitions, who really love no Body, but yet will Cringe and Fawn upon 
any one,ſo long as they are afraid of him, and if this be the character 
of a tender Chriſtian, to do nothing for Fear ; ſure we are, That the 
tenderChriſtian :s(of all places):he moſt unlikely to be found amongſt 
Thoſe who talk ſo much of having tender Conſciences. 


]* purſuance of the former Argument,weare told p. 14. That, /f 
is lien of propoſing ſuch a piece of Ban.ſhment to f ight the Non-confor- 
miſts into the late Oath, enjoyned in the Af at Oxford , the e had been 


offered a Liberty of the Miniſtry, on that Condition, without any Penalty ; 
T he «it had been perhaps to purpoſe, 


It is to me not alittle wonder, that any one who hath but the face of 
a man, canpretend to complain, as it there had been any ſeverity 
in enjoyning the Oath madeat Oxfo'd: And to fatishe any, whe:her 
that which is here called Baniſhment. (i, e. ) removal five miles from a 
Corporation) be a Puniſhment, any thing leſs neceſſary for the reſuſing 


that Oach, there will be lictle requiſite, beſides conſultng the Oath, 
which follows in theſe words, vjz. C | 
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A. B. Do Swear, That itis not LaWfn) on any pretence whatſoever, 
to take Arms avainſt the King ; and that I do abhor that Trayterons 
poſiticn of t aking Arms by his Authority againſt his Perſon,or againſt thoſe 
who are Commiſſronated by him, in Purſuance of ſuch Commiſſions ;, and 
that 1 will not at any time endeavour any Alteration of Government ti= 
ther in Charch, or. State. 


Now it is clear, that This Oath is not an Eccleſitaftical], but a Ci- 
vil Oath, made purely for the ſafety-of the King's Perſon and Autho- 


tity; and was with ſome Addition,in force before ; and being refuſed, 


the pretence was not any thing of Diſloyalty (nor the time was not 
come to profeſs That, but becauſe there was in ita Clauſe, for the 
Renouncing of the Covenant : The Parliament therfore being willing 
to comply, not only with their infirmity, bur with their very peeviſh- 
neſs, contrived the ſubſtance of the former Oath, without that clauſe 
in it, only binding them to profeſs, That it was not Lawful to bear Arms, 
&c. Ur ſupra. Now the Refuſal of ſuch an Oath as this, wherein They 
are only required to Swear that They will not ſerve this Xing, as they 
Cid his Father:One would think were Confiſcation of goods, perpetual 
Imprifonment, or Baniſhment, in the proper ſence of that Word, when 


loe it is nothing but the being removed Five Miles from a Corporation - 


They who will not promiſe, not to Subvert the Government, ſhall have 
the whole Prote&ion of It, with this only Caution taken againſt Them, 
that They ſhall not Live in ſuch Populous Places, where They may 
have Opportunity to Seduce great Numbers every day, to thoſe At. 
tempts which they will not be brought ſo much as to profeſs for to 


. Diſclaim, And yet even this is not exacted, as thoſe who walk Londuy 


Streets. know well enough ; and now where there is ſo dire, ſo rea- 
fonable, and withal, ſo Merciful a Law ; One would think, that inſtead 
of complaining, 7 hey ſhould rather expreſs their Gratitude towards 
the King for his ſo wonderful, Thad almoſt faid ſo Groundleſs an In- 
eulgence, in not putting in Execution this AF, which is ſo great a 
Piece of his own ſecurity, as it is a Reſtraint upon thoſe who will not 


fo much as Engage themſelves, not to Deſtroy Him and his Govern- 
ment, 


T Sz p.. T5. Is a Projet of our Authors againſt his own 
Brethren, and that is to ſerve them, as Falian did the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians, to beep them 0:t of every Office and Employment, And 
I 
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T ſhall thus far yeild to his Advice, asto acknowleds, that if it wete 
carefully followed, we ſhould quickly ſee that it would have a very 
good effect, Bur we muſt add, that he hath puta very odd Complement 
upon his Majeſty and the Parliament, in thus repreſenting Him to be 
worſe than 7alian. 


Ur the next,p.17,1s infinitely more inexcuſable:he doth there tell us 
bow theK;ng of 7 apan firſt put toDeath every Man who was a Chri- 


ftian:This not ſerving the turn, he Executed the whole Family where any = 


Chriſtian was Harboared;, this not doing it neither he commagnaca,that both 
that Houſe where any Chriſtian was found, and the next two Houſes on both 
fades of it, ſponld be all put to Execution, 


And now when he did reaſonably ſuppoſe, that every one who 
reads this diſmal paſſage, had his heart full of horror and deteſtation, 
at th's ſo barbarous and unexampled inhumanity ; he molt ſpitefully 
inferrs, That this is the courſe which he, and his are to expe likewiſe. 


Ay that right hand os your Breaſt, weigh what I ſay; You muſt either 
come to This, if you ſee to the end, or you muſt come to an arcomms- 
dation, 


Have theſe men already forgot how their T.ives were, (by the plain 
Known Laws of the Land) every one forfeit to his ajeſty? And 
how earneſt the Xing was to paſs the A of Indemnity : How Relig!i- 
ous he hath been in obſerving it ? And when themſelves find the Go- 
vernment ſo mild, as they by this ſort of ſcribling, dare ſhow how lit. 
tle they are afraid of it; ſee what manner of returns They make. 
Ought not now fome other courſe beſides Mildneſs, be taken with 
Them? Who ſhall thus dare to Allarum the Nation, that if he and 
His have not their Wills, there is approaching the moſt horrid Tyran. 
ny which ever the Sun ſaw. I dare conbdently ſay, that whatever theſe 
Jealouſies may promiſe their Deſign, in Inflaming the People, yet 
Themſelves do not in the leaſt believe, that ever fuch Rigour is intend-_ 
ed toward Them, and if They were more airaid, they would nor 
complain half fo much. 

Hitherto we have had little but Lamentations and Complaining, that 
there are in general Laws and Tnjunitions which they cannoc away 
witn. 
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UT now, p. 18, Weare plainly told what there is in thoſe Laws 
which doth ſo much offend them, firſt -negatively, It is wot 

the Dignity of the Biſhops, their Loraſhips and Revenues , It is mot 
their Cathedrals, O-gans, and ther Divive-Service, m what State and 
Magnificence they pleaſe, It is not Common-Prayer, uo nor any Cere- 
mony of the Church, for all it s Significance, if it be but a Circumſtance 


of Warſhip and no more, that could hipder moſt of the judicious and, ſober 


Non-confermiſts to com? over to you, &C. 
\ | pl 
Theſe things it ſeems are Lawful, and they can come over to themc 
it were to be wiſhed that they would inſtrut their Proſelytes, bu 
thus much as they here openly profeſs, and not for ever infuſe diſmal 
jealouſies into the heads and hearts of the People, againlt thoſe things 
which themſelves own ſo perfeRly innocent, and what they can at a- 
ny time come over to; but hath not the irreſiſtible evidence of truth, 
here forced them to give up at once no leſs then their whole Cauſe, or 
at leaſt, to take away all manner of colour irom it ? For ſeeing, 
that theſe things are all innocent, What one thing can there poſlibly 
be alledged to create any longer ſcruple ? 

Here is a clear Confeſlion, that theſe men are guilty of the moſt 
unreaſonable Schiſm that ever was, orever can be inthe world, be- 
cauſe it is ſuch a Schiſm which is in their own jadgments utterly-with- 
out any reaſon; For there is notany thing required, but what the 
here profeſs that they can come over to ; The Church exa&ts Confor- 
mity to nothing but what the very Diſlenters acknowledge, that all the 
ſober and judicious men among them can come over to, But are theſe 
men to be eſteemed, or Sober, or FJ xdicious, which ſtand out in ſo 
cauſleſs a Schiſm ? which keep up ſo needleſs a Seperation, and divide 
( not to ſay the Church, but ) their Native Country, by refuſing to 
do ſuch things which they kyow and ows,that they may do,and do them 
very lawfully? 

But if theſe things do not keep them out, what doth? For theſe are 
all the things which che Diſpute lyes about, Why ? 7t is theſe Declara- 
tions, Subſcriptions and Oaths, which you impoſe upon them, &C, 

If ihe former doth not hinder, I ſee no reaſon why this latter 
ſhould; For, if we may do ſuch a thing, why may we not declare 
that wewilldoit? If we do believe theſe things, why may we not 
Subſcribe tothem? And what is the harm of an Oath ro a thing which 
hath ng harm in it; And as to the Impoſition, that alone cannot alter the 


Caſe; 


find another like it, in any new Oath you put upon him, P. 20. 


* he wili be obliged neither more nor lefs, ( I ſpeak as to the thing , not degree) 


king this unlawful Oath, Thave broight my ſelf into a xecrſſty of fin- 


| ia (13) Y | 
Caſe, For if ſuch a thing ( ſappoſe a ſignificant Ceremony ) be init. 
ſelf lawful, then the Magiſtrate by impoſing a ſignificant Ceremeny, 
hath only impoſed that which is a lawful thing, The Law is here noto- 
riouſly and confeſſedly innocent in every particular , becauſe that 


every particular which it doth require, is owned and confeſſed -to 
be innocent, | 


BY as for Oaths we are are farther told, That be they taken, or be 
they not taken , they ſignifie nothing, 


We live then certainly ina very mad Age But of all men,the Preſbyte- 
riansare the beſt qualified to teach this DoRrine,T hat Oaths,he they ta- 
ken, or not taken, they ſignifie nothing, All E arope will bearwitneſs, 
that with them, they have indeed ſignified nothing. 


A ND that not only becauſe there is no hole whereout a man can creep, 
that hath taken a former Oath, but he can get out of the ſame, er 


At this Rate, there muſt be no Oaths at all, Beauſe too many may 
be tempted to break them, but ſhall not make any longer Annotat:- 
ons upon this, becauſe I will not preſume to vye skill with a Parizay in 
what belongs to the ſhifting out of any Oath, eſpecially if it be a 
Lawful one; I ſhall readily acknowledge that they are of all others, the 
moſt experienced Maſters of that Faculty, 


UT in Confirmation of what went before, we are farther told, 
T hat there is nothing that is a mans duty, or unlaWful, before he 
hath taken the Oath, but it remains as it was after h: hath tak:n it, and 


whether He take it or nit take it, 


The Obligations of 0aths is certainly much flronger then this Au- 
thor ſeems here to make it : The thing which was my duty before, if 
once I become ſwornto it; this is a yery Rrait Bond totye me faſter 
ro it, my ſox is particularly laid in pawn, and God Almighty being a 
Judge, is a Party to exact che t\ing in that I have ſworn it : nay, in 
unlawful things , The Oath h:tha ſad 0b/j0ativn, not to dothe thing, 
itistrue ; For nothing can bind meto commit a fin; but alas, by ta- 


nins, 
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ning,let me take which courſe I can : whether I do the thing it ſelf, or 


break the Oath whereby I Swore to do it, If the Limitation in the Pa- 
rentheſis ( 1 ſpeak as to the Thing, not Degree) were intended to qua. 
lifie the crudeneſs of this, {otherwiſe)wild Aſſertion, Iam conte nt 
to let it paſs; 1 ſhall only add, 1hatifwe ſhould grant theſe Premiſ. 
ſes he could not infer a Concluſion wide enough for his purpoſe, be. 
cauſe his enumeration of particulars is very Lame , for, beſides thoſe 
things which are Duty abſolutely, and thoſe which are abſolutely un- 
lawfull, there are a ſort of Things of a male nature, only Lawful, 
of themſelves, but not neceſſary; which before the Oath I might have 
done, but after the Oath, i muſt do ir; and this part of the Diviſion 
ought not to have been forgot, becauſe,our great Contelt ts concerning 
theſe Things of chis middle Nature, 


B* p. 23, 24; the Propoſer ſpeaks home, 1 Wwoxld to God there had 
A) never been an Oath, beſedes the Aſſertory Oath, &c, 


And p. 23. Indeed an Oathin civil Things, that is taken of good will, gs of 
Moment, but an Oath upon Conftraint We abhor. 


Sure the Wiſdom of all Nations hath been ſtrangely miſtaken, if 
ſo be, that Promiſſory Oaths are not Things of very great uſe and 
Oblisation : Solomm, among other reaſons by which he preſſerh Obe- 
dience to: Kinos, reckons up this as one, and that nor the lea!: con. 
fiderable, In regard of che Oath of God, The Examples of this in 
the Scripture, are very frequent, Davidand fonathan, David to Bath- 
ſeba concernin? Solomon's Succellion,to the Gibeonites,with many others: 


And the indiſpenſable Obligation of ſuchOathes, is declared Nam. ;o0,v, 


2.1f a man vow a Vow, or Swear an Oath, to bind his Soul with a Bond, he 
Foall not beak, or profane his Word; he (hall do according to all that pro-= 
ceeatth out of his Month. , 


V Ell, but this, perhaps if the Oath be taken Yoluntariſy,of our 
K ownaccord : For, indeed,an Oath in Civil things, which is ta- 
wy With a good will, is of Moment , but an Oath #pon Conſt. aint we 
Aon”, 

Then,if any will oftheir own accord Swear ot to k;//the King, Theſe 
may, butat no hand we muſt not compel Them to it, The Scriptures 
furniſh us with many_Examples of impoſed Oaths,by Meſes, Foſbhna,Da- 
via, Aſa,ehoiada and Nehemiah,&c, 2Chroy,1 5,12, Aſa cauſed the peo- 


ple 
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ple to come to 7er»ſalem, and there They made a Covenant, to'ſeek the 
Lord God of their Fathers; but perhaps the People were every one 
of them Unanimous, and deſirous to enter into ſuch a Covenant : 
That is not likely, that there ſhould be ſo immediate, and ſo ſuddain 
a change, ſeeing that 9.3.7 hey had been for a long ſeaſon without the tr ue 
God, and without Prieſt to teach, and withoat the Law ; and v, 13, We 
ſee a plain and a very great Coercion uſed, And whoſoever will not ſeek 
the Lord God of Iſrael, ſhall be ſla.n, whether he were ſmall, or great, man, 
or woman, Ezra io. ve.5. He cauſed the Chief Prieſts, and the Levites 
and all Iſrael to Swear, that they would do according to this Word, 

And thus did all the good Kings of 7zaah, as it were eaſie to produce,. 
Impoſe Oaths, and thar too in Religions matters: Now there were 
amongſt them divers certainly of different perſwaſions,who would have 
been glad to have been exempt from thoſe Oarhs as appears by their ſe- 
veral Groves and High-places (amongſt which no doubt there were ſe- 
veral pious and well-meaning, howeyer, deluded perſons, who 
might have ſaid, We Worſhip God according to oxr Conſciences, and 
the beſt of our Light. ) But theſe different Lights and Perſwaſions did 
not hinder thoſe Godly,as well as wiſe Magiſtrates, from impoſing ſuch 
an Oath, but rather it was the grand cauſe or motive of ſuch Impoliti- 
ons, todiſcover who they were who were of another perſwaſton, that 
they might be obſerved, and care taken of them, that they might be 
queſtioned, and if poſlible, in time reduced, 


HE next is a rare Reaſon, why there ſhould be never any more 

Laws made; Ruit humanum genus per vetitum; Tocommand a 
thing Wherein we were before left free, is enough to whet our humane nature 
#nto oppoſition, to prohibit it, will make it Coveted, &C. 


If people do grow eager after a thing meerly becauſe there is a Law 
againſt it, There is but one way to prevent that, and that is, to put 
the Law in vigorous execution : 1 muſt confeſs, that a lirtle Reſtraint 
doth ſometimes whet our appetite; and thar the vulgar are ſo filly, as 
to deſire a thins ſometimes merely becauſe it is forb.dden them; and 
we ſhall readily grant that jt is thus in the Inſtance he hath given us,. 
That, 1f many of the cjefted Miniſters Who are flackt to, now When: they 
venture to preach, had liberty to ſay on,till they had wearied themſelves 
and Auditors out, we ſhould ſee how the rowling Snow-balls Would melt, 
and excepting a few of the Emincnt of them, their Congregations Would 
quickly grow thin enoxgh. 

We 


Weare eaſily perſwaded, that the people would quickly ſee cauſe” 
to grow weary of them, and do very much wonder what it is which 
makes them at all flocked after | How ſuch flar, and empty, and 


wretched Stuff, ſhould ever have the luck to be eſteemed Goſpel- 
preaching! 


p* 29. I do verily hope in the Lord, That there #5 nothing in theſe fears 
and dreadful abodinss of many goed mens thearts, about the D-{ci- 


pline and Way of Wor ſhip in our Church, but a conceit, the Lord knows, I ao 
not know, 


Is it not therefore very wiſely and Chriftianly done of the Magti- 
ſtrates to ſilence thoſe Men, who make it their great buſineſs to put 
ſuch fooliſh and odd concetts into the peoples heads, who make them 
to fear, where you confeſs that no fear 1s? Are theſe men fit to have 
rhe charge of Souls committed to them , who love to keep their Pro- 
ſelytes all their life-time in Pupillage, under thoſe childiſh and emp- 
ry terrors,which you properly reſemble to Ghoſts and goblins? 1hings 
which may indeed fright us very much, bur itis only becauſe we will 
not be made to underltand thac there is nothing in them : And whereas 
we are adviſed p, 33. To root ont ſuch conceptions , we muſt ill accept 
our Authors conceſlion, that there are conceptions fit to be rooted 
out; and we think that if that ſort of Teachers were removed , who 


nouriſh up *uch filly apprebenſions, theſe jealouſies as having no 


foundation, would ina little time, of their own accord wear all a- 
way. 


The next thing conſiderable, is an Argument for Liberty of Conſci- 
ence upon a Politick Account, That Liberty of Conſcience is the thing 


Which always prevails which fide ſoever it is of. 
FF, was this which got the better of the King in the Warrs, pulled down 
the Biſhops, went along with the Parliament-eA bod afterward pul- 
led up the Parliament, and ſate down and reigned with Cromwell p. 45. 


Is this the chief Artthey have to recommend Liberty of Conſcience 
to the Kings Aﬀections? to lay before Him, how it murdered His Fa- 
ther, proſcribed himſelf, and ſate down with the Uſurper on the Roy- 
al Throne, Sure this is not intended, as that this was a likely way to 
_endear it to the King,that it has done ſo much againſt Him, Ir is ſtrange 

that this ſhould be uſed as an Argument to this King and Parlia- 


ment, 
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ment to Eſtabliſh any thing , becauſe it was the Thing which 
Reigned with Cromwcl , and ſhall Eternize that Adortal, ibid, I 
cannot perſwade my ſelf, that one, who only intended to ſup- . 
plicate for Favour, would ever have Pleaded ſo unſuitable a Mo. 
tive ; Irather therefore Conſtrue it as a Tacit Threat: This is That 
which Liberty of Conſcience is able to Do, and if you will not grant 
it, you have felt its force once alrezdy, and you know not how ſoon 
you may feel it again, But of all the Things which are here ſaid in 
| the behalf of Liberty of Conſcience, I cannot chooſe but ſmile, That 
it is here ſaid to Reſtore the K.zg, p. 46. Surely the Church of Eng- 
land may ſay, without Boaſting, That Her Sons were the Trueſt, the 
moſt conltant Subjects the King bad : you cannot name any other Par. 
ty inthe Nation, chooſe where you will, but ſomething may be Ob- 
jected, as to their Deviation from the ſtri& Rules of Loyalty, among 
the Nobility, Gent y, Citizens, Conntry-men ; if there were any, who 
were beyond their Neighbours, eminently Royallfis, they were like- 
wiſe noted, as eminently Prelatical : Theſe were the men, who made 
every other Government uneaſie, by Diſſenting from, and upon all oc- 
caſions Oppoſing of it : all other Denominactons ſer up, courted, 
owned every Uſurping Power, engaged,addreſſed,did what they could 
to make an Intereſt, while the Epiſcopal Perſwafion alwaies held cff. - 
Theſe were alwaies Praying, Pleading, Plotting for the King, when 
according to your own Conteilion, the tender Conſciences were plia- 
ble enough to be bent any way; and your Darling Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, as you are not aſhamed to tell us, made no ſcruple of Con. 
ſcience, to fit down and Reign With Cromwel. 
But if in Cromwels time, You were one of Thoſe who Enjoyed 
the Liberty of your Conſcience, weare ſure that we could not Enjoy 
the Liberty of Ours; Was not Prelacy, as well as Popery excepted, 
in the Inſtrument of C overnment, that Liberty ſhould not Extend to 
that Perſwaſion ? Was not the Reading Common Prayer a thins then 
Prohibited ? and that under no leſs a Penalty then Deprivation, and 
ſometimes Deportation for the Third Committing ſuch an Offerce 2 
an Epiſopal Divine was then forbidden to Preach,or ſo much as to keep 
a School : Let Us remember the Major Generals, and then we ſhall 
not forget what kind of Liberty of Conſcience that was, which ſate 
down and Reigned wits CromWid: This is,I muſt needs ſay,a bald way of 
making a Propoſition.to the X:yg, to tell him of Eternizz3ng of Cromwel. 
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Pag. 47. We here meet with a Quzre ſo very impertinent to the. 
matter in hand, That I wonder how it was brought in, The Biſhops 
and Deans and Prebends, he thinks ſhould not have had the Whole profit of 
their Leaſes,the Arrears might have been left for publick accounts of good 
works, &C. = 

In a Diſcourſe which pretends wholly to- Peace and Accommoda- 
tion , 1 wonder how this comes in, being perfe&tly Extrinſecal to any 
Thins, which they at preſent have any occaſion to plead for, unleſs they 
have a fancy,that [hey cannot ſerve God now according to their Con- 
ſciences, becauſe that the Biſhops Seven years ago were permitted 
to have the Letting of their own Leaſes. | 

But if a Tepder Conſcience be That which is afraid of the very appea- 
rance of Sin, How comes it to paſs, that They are ſo auory, Thar the 
State did not commit Sacriledge ? Theſe Men cannot be content, if the 
Church doth ever Recover Her own, and be but once as it were cx- 
poſtliminio Reſtored to thoſe Rights, which they had once Robbed Her 
of, Not to mention Merits, or ſufferings, we only ſpeak of the Jultice 
of the Thing. His AZjeſties Piety is indeed, for eyer to be Celebra. 
ted,in beins thus the Charches Nurſing Father, it had ſuffered for Him, 
and He ſcorned that advice, which would have had it to Suffer by Him - 
And as for the good works which He fancied that mony might have been 

better employed in , Who ſhall ſecure Us, That ſuppoſe the Church 
had loſt it, it ſhould have been employed wholly in good works? was 
not this the very Plea of 7das, Might not T his have been ſold for Five 
hundred pence,and given to the Poor ? How Charitable and Publick Spi- 

_ rited are theſe men grown upon other mens Purſes ! 
** Former Sacriledgeshave been committed upon ſuch plauſible pre- 

* rences as the Publick Benefit and Sccarity, but if we conſult things 
_ *aright, we ſhall not find that the Pblick ever gained by ſuch courſes, 
*©nor do we believe that it ever will, nor indeed, js it fit that it ſhould 
** be fo. While theſe things continue iz the Church, The Publick hath 
**a conſiderable Intereſt in Them : take them away thence, and you 
* raiſe ſome private Families, wt.ofe turn being now ſerved, the Pub- 
** Iick hath no Influence upon them any longer, Men may talk of the 
** Common Good,and pretend that, But ro man will be an Inſtrument 
** of Sacrilege, without an eye to his Private Intereſt,as the Caſe now 
* {ftands, How much of the Churches Revenxe is ſtill payable to the 
"* King? and how much more hath He the Diſpoſal of, now Thoſe 
** Lands are in the Hands of thoſe who are the Kings Conſtant Depen- 
-- Cants? take them away, and you may give themto thoſe, who may 
immediately 
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*;mmediate]y turn his Enemies ; and if we ſhould make an Obſerva- 
© tion upon experience, we might perhaps find, that thoſe who have 
* enjoyed the ſpoiles of the Church, have not alwaies ſhewed them- 
© ſelves the firmeſt Friends to the Crown, But asto that money for. 
& Fines, Which the Author ſpeaks only about, we think it was employed 
_ * about very good works, was not the Repayring of the Twent:y 
« years loſſes of ſo many Learned, Pious, and Loyal Ferſors, of 
<< it ſelf, a very good work. ; The Repairing of Cathedrals and furniſhing 
* ofthem,was a very good and a very coſtly work ; T he Redemption of 
© Captizes, Was a very good wotkh; His Majeſfties favour was molt 
* humbly acknowleged in a large Benevolence: The rebuilding of Houſes 
*and augmentation of Vicarages toEighty pounds pfr annum,Was a Sood 
** and a very great Work, And to theſe letthem add, how mnch was 
*abated to the Tenayt, of that proportion which any other Land-lord 
* would have taken, let us conſider theſe things I ſay, and we ſhall 
* find, the ſumms of money which came really into the pockets of the 
< Clergy ar that time, not to have been inany proportion near that 
© which Envy hath Suggeſted. I ſhall add but one Conſideration 
* more, which I did not joyne with the reſt; becauſe, though it was a 
* sreat Loſs and Charge tothe Church, I can ſcarce reckon, to have 
© been a good Work; and that was, the Conſideration, which was taken 
* of the Parchaſers, who of all men had perhaps the leaſt rea. 
« fon to beconſidered; yet ſo generous was the Churches mercy, 
* as ſhe did not only forgive, but reward thoſe who had been the 
** Robbers of, and Spoilers of Her Houſes and her Patrimony. 


N the next place, p. 49.04r Author thinks that the Covenant onght not 
to have bees Renognced, &c. If this care had not been taken, the 
People might have had ſome temptation to believe, That the State had 
racitly confeſſed, that tke Covenant had had ſome real Obligation: and 
if that were onceallowed, the whole Foundation of this Propoſition 
had been utterly removed ; ſo great a part of the Nation having (as 
| wehave before obſerved) ſworn to bring the Nation to Uniformity, 
I, art, Of the Cov. 


This might have been a Precedent for a violent Fa&ion, or part of 
the twoHouſes to impoſe anOath another time, had not that practie of 
them been ſo SolemnlyDiſclaimed,it might have been then ard, that this 
had been done by them once before, not only without, but again{t the 
Kings Expreſs Command and Authority, and that Ac of theirs was _ 
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© fo muchas queſtioned ; wh'ch ſure it would have been, had it not been 
warrantable : eſpecially ſince all who took the Covenant, have therein 
{morn to defend each other, in the maintaining atd purſuing thereof, and that 
they ſhall not ſuffer themſclves DireFly, ov I nairefily, &c. To be Divided 
and withdrawn from this Bleſſed Union, whether to make Defeition to the 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves to a deteſt able Tndifferency, or nentralit 
in this Cauſe, &c, But ſhall all the da'es of our Life, zealouſly ana con- 
 ftantly continue therein againſt all Oppoſition, and Promote the ſame accor- 
ding to our Power, againſt all Lets and Impeaiments whatſorver, SC. 
See 6, Art. of Cov. The Kings Enemies bad an A& of Indemnity, 
but nothing could have ſecured the Kings Friends ſo long as the Co- 
venant was not declared Null , The fourth Article lying as a Bond upon 
a conſiderable part of the Nation, to bring all them to Tr5al and Con- 

aign Puniſhment, 
Now is it at all credible, that any Nation in the World would al. 
[ ow a great part of the People-to believe themfelves to continue un- 
der the Obligation of an Oath entred into, inthe time of, and in the 
purſuance of a Rebellion ; an Oath downright contrary to the ſtand- 
1ng Laws and Government, and yet not ſo much as call upon them, to 
diſclaim it? No, fare all wiſe Eſtates would agree to that known ſay- 
ing of - Hexry the Fourth, That He would be ready to make a Peace 
with any of the Leaguers, but He would never make any Peace with 
the League, 


Fan -& 
a 4 % _"_ _ 
d F 

A . 


Pie: 54. There are among the Non-conformiſts ſober and Godly men, 
which are to be compounded With,and there are zealous an1 Giady, which 
are tobe bory with, &c, But how are we ſure that it will not Diſpleaſe 
the Former, that we bear with the Later? wedo very well remem- 
ber, that there was a Time, that themſelyes would not have done it, and 
that they were very angry with thoſe who did Do it. What Compo- 
ſition , or what Tolleration will ſerve the turn, we know not ; But if 
Themſelves will once agree upon it, what it is which will pleaſe Them, 


each andall , They ſhall then know more of Our minds concerning 
it, 


For the Latter of theſe ſorts, it is propoſed, viz. The zealous and 
giddy, That there may be a Liberty granted to theſe People. for -ſ- 
ſembling, according to their Conſciences , (a rare Contrivance This, that 
there muſt be Publick Liberty to giddy zeal) but therr Meeting Places 
ſoould be open, (thatothers may turn giddy, by beholding wr W: 
| INCIS 
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dineſs) that ſoif they ſpeak any thing againſt the State, there may be ſome 
ready to bear witneſs of it : Alas, How eaſie is it to Couch Sedition in 
words very innocent of Themſelves, ſo that the Law ſhall not be able 
to rake advantage over Them, and yet the Auditors ſhall very well 
underſtand their meaning But if this be not Caution enough, we 
have one more, That no man be ſuffered to ſpeak there, who 7s not Forty 
nears of age, at leaſt Thirty five, Now theſe Two cautions he ſuppo- 
ſeth will render Conventicles very harmleſs , and truly we like-them 
only thus far, as they have ſomething of a Rule in them; for the leſſer 
Liberty they have, the lefſer harm they willdo, the more a Conven- 
ticle is bound up, the leſs it is it ſe[f, and conſequently, the leſs Miſ- 
chievous : But we doubt, that this Caution will not be ſufficient , be- 
cauſe, when men arrive to thoſe years, They may perhaps be more 
wary, but not atall the leſs Dangerous, But why may not ſome of 
thoſe, whom this Rule Excludes, reply upon this Propoſition , That 
He who makes it, is himſelfa Borderer upon Antichriſt; And that His 
Feet ſtand upon the very Brink of Babylon ; He hath in Him ſo plain a 
Tang of an Impoſing-Spirit, Muſt the motions of the Spirit expe, till 
He Arrivesat Forty ? Hath nota man a Conſcience, and that a ten- 
der One, till he is Thirty five years old 2 Mult Precious Gifts wait 
till we are of ſuch an Age ?. . What is this but a Contrivance of Man, 
a plain Iſſue of a Carnal Spirit ? Libertv of Conſc.ence. ought to be 
left to its own Liberty, or it cannot poſſibly be called by that Name, 
Dotk the Scripture tie us up to ſuch a year? And who ſhall dare to 
Impoſe, what Chriſt hath left free? What ever anſwer 1 ou would re. 
turn to ſo wild a Diſcourſe, think upon and try, whether it would not 
juſtifie the Magiſtrates proceeding altogether as well as your own , 
you will find, there is a neceſſity of a Rule, and then your great pre- 
tence foreach private Conſcience,ſtating its own Liberty,is utterly and" 


unavoidably laid aſide and gone, 


UT p. 61. He readily foreſees, that a much . greater Latitude 

- then himſelf intends, will be apt to get inat this wide d1or of Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and therefore he takes care to ſhut it againſt rhe 
Papiſts. There is nothing more plain, then that if theſe Arguments 
of his are valid, they conclude for the Papiſts and the Turk too, If 
any one of them be a man of Coxſciexce, and that in his Religion he at 
according toit, Bat the Parliament will provide well enough in that mat- 
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No doubt they will, but we are ſure that they cannot poſſibly do it 
but by doing that which this whole Book is defigned againſt, viz, In 
impoſing Penalties in matters of Religion, and exaRing thoſe Penal- 


ties too, although thoſe whom they exx& them of, ſhould happen to 
be really Conſcientious. 


Age 66, We meet with ſome Propoſals to alter divers of our 

Civil Laws, As Enfranchiſements of Servile Tenures, enjoining e= 
very one to buy his own Title, and the money laid out in glebe, A Ryft- 
ſter of Eftates, Tenderxeſs toward Conſciences.” ; 


Theſe are fine projets, and if the Author thinks it worth his while, 

he may deal with thoſe who are moſt concerned in his deſigned alterati- 
ons; but the firſt of them makes us doubt, that the man may be enclt- 

_ be a Leveller , and ſo we leave him to the mercy of the Land- 
ords. 

Bur theſe Inventions dodelight our Author ſo very much, That he 
thinks that they alone are ſecurity enough for the Everlaſting Peace of 
the Nation , and they are enlarged upon, as if the man really thought 
that there were ſomething in them, For when things are brought a- 
bout, as he hath contrived, then there muſt needs for ever after , be 
amongſt usa calm and a moſt ſetled Peace : For faith he, Where there 
are no hopes from Innovation, no body will go about to make its but when 4 
People have all that can be had, XC+T hen there Will be no hopes from an 1n- 
novation, Erg0, When theſe things are taken into Conſideration, then ſhall 
our Government of Monarchy in this Land, ( leaving the Perſons of our 
Succeſſive Soveraions unto Providence and their Chances ) be out of aauger 
. for future generations, » 

What is here meant by ( leaving the Perſons of our Succeſſive 50. 
veraigns unto Providence and their Chances ) I wiſh our Author 
had farther explained himſelf ; Bur as for his contrivance to ſettle 
things at that paſs, that no body ſhall have hopes from, nor deſire 
toan Innovation, I dare ſay that this Gentleman is no States-man, in 
that he ſuppoſeth ſuch a thing ſo much as poſſible , this thing is only 
then to be hoped for, when there will be no Ambitious,no Revengetul, 
no Diſcontented, no Poor, no Miſtaken man in the Nation; there 
will be always thoſe who wiſh for a Change, becauſe that there will 
be always thoſe, whoſe preſent condition is not altogether ſo ſplendid 
as they could wiſh it to be : In the moſt happy Times, ſome will real- 
ly be, more will fancy themſelves to be unhappy. 


Our 
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Onr Author ſome pages backwards, tells us, That if he is miſtaken 
in the Argument he there profecutes, he will hut up his T able- Botk, 
and make no more Obſervations from Experience, Truly I ſhall even give 
him leave to do ſo, ſeeins that he hath learnt no more from it, then to 


. believe that Innovatiours are in earneſt, when they profeſs that they 
take up Arms only for the common good, 


T3 Propoſals being over, There is a long pitifal Addreſs, the 
ſumm of all rhat which it is founded upon, being p. 72. Do 


Jon know that many ef theſe things are really againſt mens Conſciences? 


and Would you indeed have any ſuch to do them, though they be ſu? 


If theſe things are really, and in good earneſt againſt their Conſcien- 
ces, we are ſorry for it, and do not know how to helpit, but them- 
ſelves do, or when they pleaſe may doſo: In the mean time, why 
ſhould not this Author joyne with Us,in Condemning thoſe Preachers 
which infuſe ſuch needleſs jealouſies into the Peoples heads, which, 

_ himſelf confeſſeth { as we have often obſeryed ) that there is no real 
cauſe for? Himſelf confeſſeth that they are not more panick, then emp 
ty terrors; he reſembleth them to the fear of Fairies, and ſuppolſeth 
thatthere is nothing in them. But which, now think we, ſhould give 
place ? The publick Law,or the private Conſciences? eſpecially in our 
Caſe, where the Apologiſt owns the Law as to the matter, to be in the 
right, and verily believes that the Conſcience as to 0d oy is in the 
wrong, But what is now to be done as the Caſe ſtands : The Com- 
mand is only to a Lawful thing as it hath been ofren granted, but it is- 
believed to be unlawful ; I ſhall anſwer this which is the grand funda- 
mental doubr out of che words of one of the chief Ring-leaders of 
that Party.(and:for his ſake,T hope they may meet with a fair Recepti- | 
on) Mr, Baxt-- in his Diſputations about Church-Government, Chap. 
15. P, 483, If we ao through weakneſs or perverſneſs , take lawful 
things to be unlawful, that will not excuſe us in our diſobedience, our error 
5 our fin, and one ſin Will not excuſe another ſin, & paulo poſt, 1t 
their own erring judgment that intangleth them in a neceſſity of ſinning till 
;t be changed. With much more to the ſame purpoſe, in that whole 
Chapter throughout, 


But after all this Diſpute, ſuppoſe at the lat that ir ſhould not be 
* Conſcience, and in many of their Leaders, we have great evidence , 


that it is not ſo. Atthe conference at Zampton Court before King James, 
Pr, 
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D ;. Reynilds, M.Knewſtub, Mr.Chatte'ten, did clamour as loud abour 
Gor fcience as any now do,or can,But when the Arguments upon which 
Their Conſciences pretended ro be founded, were to their own Con. 
V;&ion, all weighed ard janſwered, there was then deſired an Indul- 
cence for ſome tew worthy and ſober men, becauſe-of their Credit : 

And are we ſure, that Cred:t hath nothing to Bo in this Caſe, Men 
are loath to uſe thoſe Ceremonies, ieit they ould loſe the Credit of 

that zeal, which hath formerly appeared ſo much againſt Them, 


UT 7p. 77. Tt is not the ſeverity of Laws that can ao any Thug 
with the mind, though it may with the outwa a man: Force may 
make men Hypocrites, not Converts, to a Faith Which is enjoyned, &C, 


Timor pene- To this we anſwer with o&. Auſtin, If It aoth not remove 

90 '} n0u- the Error , yet it may prevent its ſpreading. If 1t do: not utter- - 
* pF ER ly take away the Cauſe, yet it hinders molt of its miſchievous 

deleFationem 'effets : And in a little time, it may do the other too; Here- 

ſaltm intraſie is not Seated ſo ſolely and altogether in the Mind, but St, Pax/thinks 

«lauftra cogitz fit to rank it among the works of the Fleſh, it hath often times no ſub- 

G8 deny" limer Motives, - then many other of the moſt ſenſual Tranſgrettions ; 

ates Fra outward Conſiderations, are very frequently its cauſe,and may ſfome- 

tra literasPetj. times be its Cure, And this our Author Himſelf aſſures Us of, That 

liazi. Lib. 2. this is the belt way to fetch in others, Who certainly will grow weary at 

Chp. 83 4 long run, When they ſhall have work, provided, but no Benefice, till They 

Conform : One of his uwn Projefts depends upon This | hatthe having | 

no Benefice, will be a moſt effe&tual means to make them in Time, 

willing ro Conform. I ſhall only add to this, thar theſe are very bold 

Beggars, who whilſt they are Pleading for Indulgence and Moderari- 

on, cannot forbear to throw out threatnings, 1f rhe Biſhops will not ,&C. 

They may write down in the Buoks of what ſhall hereafter befall Them, 

ALoniti melzora P. Fc. 

This is ſomething of the Strain of Martin Fumor, We have ſought 

ro advance this Cauſe of God, by humble ſuir to the Parliament, 

&c, Seeing now, the means uſed by Us have not prevailed, :f it 

come in by that means, which will make all your hearts to ake, blame 

your ſelves. Bancrof, out of art: p. 144. Dangerous Poſitions and 

practiſes, 4- 

There is one Conceſlion behind, which we are to: thank our Author 

for, that He ſeems p. 85,87,to hold it unlawful to expect Deliverance 

from any, but the King: We deſire only to know whether all the 

m—_ Party 
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Party which He pleads for, be of thar mind too. Mr, Hooker aſſures Us, 
that your Predeceſlors were of the opinion, That their way was to be 
ſet up whether His fajeſty or the State will or no. Hocker Pref, out of 
Martin, p. 28.and in the King's large Declaration, concerning the Tu- 
mults in Scotland, p. 40g. We meet with ſeveral of their poſitions laid 
down,amonsſt which, This is one, 7t is Law full for Sabjetts to make a Co- 
venant and Combination without the King,and to enter into a Band of My 
tual Defence againſt the King, and ll Perſens whatever ; and yet there 
were Two Acts of Parliament at that time in force, which declared 
all ſuch contrivances puniſhable with Death, 

And we do not at all doubt, but that if we had a mind toit, we could 
give one conſiderable Inſtance within the Memory of Man, how this 
whole party here pleaded for,did unanimouſly, and with great Vigour 
lik themſelves apace, did contribute their Perſons, Prayers and Purſes, 
roward the forming and maintaining of an Army , to ſay no more, 
not raiſed by the K7»o. It doth thereſore highly concern theſe People 
publickly to diſown their Predeceſſors, and their own Principles and 
Praiſes, or elſe they cannot expect to be believed in This,ſo ſeeming. 
ly Loyal a Conceſlion, That it is «unlawful to cxpett deliverance from any 
but the King. 

I do not remember any other paſſage in this Propoſition, to: be 
at all Conſiderable; only one Notion he hath,which is ſcattered up and 
down htiis Book, that Penalties and Rigour doth but alienate their minds 
farther from us; whereas Indulgence would work upon their Aﬀeci- 
ons, and by degrees upon their Judgements, Now on the other fide,we 
think, and that upon the Grounds of Experience, as well as Reaſon, 
That there is not good nature enough in them for kind uſage to work 
upon; of this we ſhall give one, but that ſhall be a moſt convincing Evi- 
dence. The Kings Majeſty, immediately after his moſt happy Reſtau- 
ration, being deſirous to fatishe ſo many of all Parties, as did not re. 
ſolve for ever to remain unſatished, did accordingly give ſo much re- 
ſpe& tothe clamours then made againſt the Liturgy, as to order a re- 
view of it, But withal did, by his Declaration ſet forth abou: that affair, 
deſire,that ſo many of Them as would be thought Conſcientious, or 
peaceable, would in the mean time read ſo much of the Liturgy, as 
themſelves had no Exception againſt : an eaſte requeſt one would think; 

Read only ſo much as you have no Exception againſt : Here Conſci. 
ence ſure could not be pretended, when their own Conſcience (nay 
their very jealouſte ) was the only Rule which was ſet Them to walk 
by, yetthey Rood it out, only becauſe there was no danger in ſtand- 


ing 
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ing : out and after all, the At of Uniformity brought many of the fier- 
ceſt to read the whole of that, of which before, they could not be 
brought to read a ſyllable; ſo much is a Law more available than an 
Indulgence: And as many did come in that Bartholomew-tide, ſo(had 


there not been ſo great expeRation of a Toleration ) we have reaſon 
to believe, that many more would have come in. 


V E have now Conſidered every paſlage in this Treatiſe, wich 
ſeems to be any way Material ; and mult take leave to pro- 
feſs that weare not able to gueſs whatitis which this Author really 
would have; and we farther believe, that he himſelt cannot tell us : 
Nor need we deſire the Laws to continue in force any longer, then 
till the Tender Conſciences can agree what to have in the ſtead of 
them. The Penner ſeems in one place, to be one of the moſt Mode- 
rate,and not to deſire the removal of our preſentConſtitutions, but only 
a temporaryIndulgence toward ſomePerſons, whom he thinks very well 
of, as being in his Opinion, men ſober in their Judgments and in their 
Lives, only they have got ſome odd Jealouſies in their Heads , which 
though the Apologift,is verily perſwaded,that they have nothing in them, 
yet he would have the men born with, as being otherwiſe good men , 
and beſides he thinks, that by this means there is great hopes, that Liber- 
ty, and Cultom may in time prevail over theſe acknowledgedly 
Sroundleſs fancies. This is his ſenſe, p, 18, 29, 74, &c. Buta 
Law, with an Indulgence annexed to it, is felo de ſe : It may ſomething 
be reſembled to Nebuchadnezzar's Image, whoſe feet were partly 
Iron, and partly Clay : (5. e.) as Daniel there Interprets it, ſuch a 
Kingdom ſhall be partly ſtrong, and partly broken;and as it is there {aid 
that the Tron ſhall not mix with the Clay, ſo itwill be here, the Confor- 
»:fts and Non-conformſts\hall never care to joyn,or be heartily brought 
to love one another: the difference of Judgment doth unavoidably ſlide 
into diſtance of affeQtion, and from the profeſſion, we are naturally 
brought to miſlike the Perſons who are of it. 
Beſides to Relax a Law upon the account of Conſcience, or the 
pretences of a higher degree of Purity in the ſame Religion, is as 
much as to Proclaim the Diſſenters, to be the moſt really Conſcienti- 
ous : That thoſe who do Conform, are meer Formaliſts, Time-ſervers, 
compliers with that which is uppermoſt; but the Non-conformiſts ſhall 
be taken forthe Sincere men, who walk according to Light,and to keep 
the Goſpel pure without the mixture of humane Inventions : And this 
alone will be a very great Temptation to many an honeſt, but weak 


man, 


4s _ 


'man, who hath more Zeal than Knowledg, to Enroll himſelfamong8 
thoſe Men, who are allowed to differ from the Religion of the State 
upon the pretence of higher Purity, and greater attainments. 

But becauſe rhat this Propoſal pretends to be made very much upon 
hopes, that by this means, the differences will in a ſhort time, be 
brought to ceaſe of their own accord : We deſire therefore to Know, 
how long he would have this time of Tryal laſt; or will he yeild. that 
if this courſe doth fail, as' to this promiſed effe&, that after ſuch a time 
is paſt, we ſhall have recourſe to our old Laws again, and for the pre- 
fentI wiſh it were Stated now, how far he would have this Indulgence 
reach : And that we knew certainly, what were 4a tender Conſcience. 
Shall it be ſufficient to pretend a Scruple at the Law? or is there any 
other Rule to know this by > Or mult we believe every one who ſaith, 
. he doth ſcruple it : St, Peter ſays, T here be ſome who ſpeak Lies in Hy- 
pocrifie, becauſe of advantage: Who now ſhall Diſtinguiſh, unleſs there 
be ſome other Judge, beſide the party concerning whom this queſtion 
may ariſe ? I deſire farther to know, whether this pretence ſhall reach 
abſolutely and univerſally to all ſorts of, Conſciences,and all manner of 
pretences of them, or elſe Limitedly, and Refſtrainedly to ſuch a ſort 
or number of them. And we would fain know certainly, what thoſe 
ſorts, kinds and numbers are, Let our Author pitch upon which of theſe 
two Members of the Diviſion he pleaſeth, and then try if wich either 
of them, he can bring his whole Party to ſubſcribe : This we all de- 
ſire to have, and thus much we will be content with ; we are ſure that 
the Secaries will not be content with one; and we are ſure that the 
time was, when the Presbyterian; would not endure the other, And 
this very Author ſeems much Divided in the Points one while; he ſeems 
only for an accommodation between Us and the ſober Proteſtant, by 
which ſoft phraſe he underſtands the Pr.5byterians, and while he is:n 
this mood, he explodes the wildneſs of the SeRary, and compares hin 
nd the Papiſt to the upper and nether Jaw of Deſtru@ion, opening her 
Mouth upon Vs, Pp. 7. 

But in another place, he is plainly of another mind, pleading earne??- 
ly and openly for that Liberty of Conſcience, Which ſate down aud Reign- 
ed with Cromwel, p. 45.and that we know was down-right Sectariſme ; 
now it is but reaſonable for us to demand, which of theſe two Pleas he 
wouid ſtick to; both he cannot have, becauſe they are Inconſiſtent, 
and if the Law would conſent, yet theſe two diſtant Pleas will not,can- 
not agree, but muſt neceſſarily overthrow each other. 

It highly concerns all thoſe who are for making Alterations in ous 
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and Governments, to conſider what it is they are about ; 
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and whither their preſent contrivances are like to carry them, 
leſt they nnawares bring things to ſuch a paſs, which them- 
ſelves will be moſt ſorry to ſee them at. Of all Projects, Innovation 
doth moſt often fail the hopes conceived of it, The Beginners being 
frequently aſhamed before they come halfway to the end , and ir muft 
needs alwaies be ſo, becauſe ſuch a work is not to be carried on, but by 
Sreat multitudes of ſeveral Interefis and Inclinations, the greateſt of 
which muſt neceſſarily be diſappointed, and conſequently diſcontented, 
and ſo many unforeſeen accidents do perpetually ariſe, in a buſineſs of 
this nature ; new people and new principles coming, every day in Play, 
that the Firſt beginnings are become utterly at a Loſs, they are immedi- 
ately out-grown and preſently after laid aſide. But not to carry this 
obſervation farther then our preſent buſineſs, the Presbyteriaxs and the 
S:eAarigs,however they may joyn now in the making of this Propoſiti- 
on, let it be but once granted, and they ſhall immediately differ upon 
the nature and bounds of it: late experience hath given us abundant Evi- 
dence, that neither of theſe, have reaſon to truſt one another : The one 
only meaning to change usinto another ſort of Government: The latter, 
not enduring any ſuch ching : All Z rope is witneſs, that nothing but 
the fear of a common Enemy, or a common Force over them,is able to 
weep the Godly of all fudgments from running foul one uponano- 
ther. | 
If we ſhould now aska Presbyterian, if he would be willing to be ac- 
counted acceſlary to the infinite number of Hereſies, Schiſms and Scan- 
dais which will immediately, and unavoidably ariſe, if every one be left 
to walk according to their own Light and Conſcience, he will anſwer, 
Far be it from him,to be guilty of ſo horrid a thing; he hath Covenant- 
ed, Preached, Written, bore Teltimony againſt, ſo ſinful and Intollerable 
a Toleration, And on the other hand, goto the Se&ary and ask him , 
Is this your meaning, only to change our Form of Government, for 
another you like better of? he will anſwer, no by no means: They 
are all alike of humane invention, and ſo alike blameable ; beſides, 
they will abhor to be oppreſled, by thoſe of their own Party,while the y 
Act but in purſuance of their common Principle ; and this you ſhall 
have more fully, in the words of the common Champion and Patron 
of them, both abour this very Argument, and concerning the Presb5- 
tcrians, Had nt they (viz, the Presb,) laboured but lately under the 
Weight of Perſecution ? and Was it for them to fit heavy upon others? Is it 


Ingennous to asR Liberty, and not to give it? what greater Hypocriſie than 


for 


| (29) > 
for thoſe w ho were oppreſſed by the Biſhops, to become the greateſt oppreſſors 
themſelves,ſo ſoon as the Teak Was removea? Oliver Cromwel in his ſpeech 
at the Diſſelution of one of his Parliaments, 1654. p, 18, Theſe therfore, 
however they may now piece up into one, are really two Parties, have 
Deſignes abſolutely inconſiſtent , that which ſoever prevailes, the 0- 
ther 15 like to have little joy of it. | 
But as it is Eyident, that neither of theſe will Tolerate each other, 
ſo there is no reaſon, why the Magilifate ſhould Tolerate either of 
them : and Firſt, for the Presbyrerian ; the reaſon is clear, becauſe 
he will Tolerate no body elſe, as appears plainly by the Covenant: 
and if you will have one ſhameful Inſtance of their Rigour, remember 
how they had the face to dery to that Royal artyr our late Sove- 
raign of Bleſſed Memory, the attendance of his own Chaplains; He muſt 
make uſe of their way of Devotion, or by their Conſent, He muſt have 
none atall , give me ſuch another inſtance of Barbarity, and ſeek it 
where you can, 
After this, it is needleſs ſure to give you another inſtance of their 
rigour, indeed of their inhumanity, but yet we mult do it, to ſhew - 
their conſtant temper. Depoſins of Kings, comes but ſeldom, there- 
we ſhall ſee what private men are to expect from them; They have re- 
fuſed to admit to the Communion, or to pray for people Iying on their 
Death-bed, only for not taking the Covenant, have declared that all Noy- 
ſubſcribers were eAtheiſts : Theſe mild inoffenſive people, who muſt 
be dealt ſo tenderly with, becauſe of their weakneſs, have preached 
it publickly, That Epiſcopacy muſt not only be pulled up, but the Bi- 
ſhops muſt be hanged up before the Lord, and that the bloodieſt and ſharp- 
eft War was tobe endured, rather they the leaſt error in DofFrine, or in 
Diſcipline. See the large Declaration concerning the Scots, p. 404. 
And how the Magiltrate is particularly concerned to reduce theſe 
 mento order, appears from the Inſolencies they have committed and 
defended againſt him, when they have been cited to appear before the 
Kins and His Council, for ſome of theſe ſeditious Preachments , \ e. 
<* Being commanded to appear before the King and Council, they re- Cram compa- 
&« fuſed witha diſdainful kind of contempt, alledging that Palpits ror fuſe pat 
« were exempt from the Authority of Kings ana Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 09 geevons 


/ 6 . , © Contemptt 
«were ſubje& not to the Authority of the Prince, but to the Presbl- azuycrunt , 


* tery. Cambaen El:z. p. 361, quaſi Prulpita 


a Regum At 
thoritate eſſent exemptaz & Eccleſiatici non principis Imperio ſed Pr:ſbyterio ſuveſſeat. 


And 


(30) 
And amongſt other , this was plainly averred in the Caſe of 
Mr. Andrew Melvin, who being cited before the King and His 
Council , declined their judgment , affirming that what was ſpo- 
hen in the Pulpit , ought firſt to be tryed by the Presbytery, and 
either Kino nor Council might. in prima inſtantia meddle therewith, 
though the Speeches were T reaſonable. Spotſwood, p, 330. 


But that a King is concerned as much as His Royalty is worth, to pro. 


wide againlt theſe men, will appear by ſixteen of their publick and 
owned Poſitions, all to be met with in the forementioned X ings great 
claration, concerning Scottiſh Tumults, 457, &c, of which we ſingle 
out theſe: 7th pol, The Aſſembly is independent, either from King or 
Parliament in matters Ecclefraſtical, pol. oth It is lawful for Subjefts to 
make a Covenant and Combination Without the King, and to enter into a 
Bond of IAutnal Defence againſt the King aud all Perſons whatſoever, 
poſ. 11th If Subjetts be called before the King and Conncil for any miſae- 
meanonr, If they who arecalled, do any way conceive that the matter for 
which they are called, doth concern the Glory of God, or the good of the 
Church, then they may appeal from the King and Council to the next Ge- 

eral Aſſembly and Parliament; andinthe mean time before their appeals 
are heard or diſcuſſed, they may diſobey the King and Conncil, pol. 12, 
T hat when the King ts intreated to indift a General Aſſembly, it is not that 
there is any need of hes indiCFon, but rather to do him honour, and to beget 
countenance to their proceedings. poſ, 14. An Aſſembly may abrogate Alts 
of Parliament, and diſcharging Subjefts of their obedience to them, if they 


any way reflect on the buſineſs of the Church. pol. 15. The proteſtation of 


Subjetts againſt Laws eſtabliſhed, whether it be made Coram Judice, or 
Non Judice, before the Fuages or the People, aoth void all obedience to thoſe 
Laws, and a;ſchargeth all the Proteſters from any Obligation to live nnder 
them, before ever thoſe proteſtations and the validity of them ſhall come to be 
diſcuſſed before the Competent J udges of them, nay, although they be repelled 
by the Fudge , before whom they were made, And this they taught 
their Proſelytes to do often in the Market-place, and ſo they diſ- 
charged themſelves and one anothcr from any Law as often as 
they pleaſed, poſ, 16, A number of men being the greater part of 
the Kingdom, may do any thing which they themſelves conceive to be 
 Conducing to the Glory of Gods and the good of the Church , notwith- 

ſtanding any Laws ſtanding in force to the contrary, P. 413. large 
Declaration, | 

Having now done with theſe, the toleration of the ſes will I hope 
be diſpatched eaſily, The Mother ſe> being laid aſide the leſſer under 


ONES 


(31) 
oties Will not hope to ay behind : and ſurely if the Magiſtrate loye - 
Religion or himſelf, he will not be perſwaded to tolerate theſe nei- 
ther, Firſt, for Religion, who ſeeth not that this Artifice makes Re- 
[1S10n weak and deſpicable by the being crumbled into ſo many peices? 
it renders it molt ridiculous by being ſo expoſed to all ſorts of dotage 
and-impoſture, What can poſlibly give unbelievers a more juſt and fre- 
quent occaſion of ſcorn then this, that every one who hath but a freak 
in his brain, ſhall have free liberty if he pleaſeth, to chriſten ita mo- 
tion of Spirit? when every thing that is molt extravagant, may have 
Licence at pleaſure to recommend itſelf as a degree of farther Liebe. 
Here we ſhall ſee men ſhaking all day, as if the,Spirit came to them in 
Convulſtons; there we ſhall ſee them run naked about the Streets as if 
with the Old Man they had put off all degrees of modeſty. But theſe 
things cannot perfectly be deſcribed, becauſe they may vary every mo- 
ment, no man living being able to tell how many more abſurdities this 
may come to in the very next moment, Whether the Sects be fit to be 
tolerated, can only then be reaſonably determined, when we are cer- 
tain how many, and what they are. And as to the outward part of the 
Magiſtrates care in this buſinels, who ſhall ſecure us, that this Liberty 
of Conſcience may not in a while be pleaded for, as to moral tranſpreſ- 
frons? alſo according as the Light doth farther encreaſe upon them , 
Lid qued de furtis queq, & adulteriis & homiciaus inter Anabaptiſtas 
& Libertines Dneritur an ſceleraſint? Beza ae Hereticis a Magiſtratur 
paniendis; Pp. 11S, What a pitiful reſtraint zs 4 Law toa man who 
hath a Viſor ? tell him ofan AR of Parliament, he comes full fraught 
with the mind of God; nay, what ſhall the moſt expreſs precept in all 
the Scripture ſignifie to one who is got above the diſpenſation of the 
Letter ? Let us remember the Axabapriſts in Germany, no men meeker 
at fir(t, none bloodier at laſt, Slerdan. Lib, 10. Pp. 247. 

Now that the Magiſtrate will find himſelf to be highly concern*d what 
opinions any numbers of men ſhall once come to profeſs in His Dominions, 
is hence evident, becauſe that Oprarons have a very great influence upon 
Aims: He who is allowed to raiſe a Se, hath a yery fair opportuni- 
ty put into his hands of making himſelf Head of ſuch a Party,and by be- 
ing permitted to have their Conſciences,he will find it no hard matter, 
to have their Perſons and their Parſes at bis own diſpoſal £00. Hence is, 
though ſome Princes have been ſometimes forced to ſufter diſſenters 
from the Eitabliſhed Profeſſion ; ( by reaſon that they were ſo nume- 
rous,or ſo ſubtle,that they could not go about to ſuppreſs them without 


dikcoverins ho:v unable they were to do ſo) yet they always looked up- 
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on ſuch Diſſenters, as the next door to Enemier, and accordingly h:y 
perpetual eye and guard upon them, as thoſe who were of all other 
the moſt likely to be the Authors, or occaſion of the next diſturbance, 
It is a Sreat miſtake, to imagine that Sects are things to be diſpiſed, be. 
cauſe that men of Parts and Breeding are not eafily nor uſually the fir( 
which are ſeduced by them; we ſhall grant that its beginning, nay, and 
its greateſt growth are amongſt the meaneſt people, thoſe whoſe for- 
runes are low as their underſtandings; but peraaps it may not end 
there neither , but like a Peftil:nce which may begin m an obſcure 
Alley, and yet in a while no part of the City or Kingdom may be 
free from it : Beſides, are not the vulgar People the Hands and Inſtru. 
ments which the greateſt mult always make uſe of ? and a Deception 
got amongſt them, may by a little Connivence multiply ſo faſt, as to : 
be able to diſpute for Superiority, and inſtead of longer demand;ng an 
Tndalgence, they may in a little time refuſe to g:zve one, and by how 
much the ordinary ſorts of People are leſs maiters of Reaſon, by 
ſo much the eaſier may they be ſet on in thoſe courſes, which are 
abſolutely unreaſonable. 


The ſafety of all Governments doth Depend upon This, Thar it 
is certainly ſtronger than each ſingle Perſon; and for all ſorts 
of Unions and Joynins Heads and Forces together, that There be no 
ſuch Things, but undec the Guidance of- the Magiſtrate, and by 
His appointment : And then be the Diſcontented Perſons never 
ſo many, yetſo long as They have »o way of Ping, They are 
bur ſo many ſingle Perſons, Scattered, Weak and Infignificant, 
having no means of any Common Counſel, They can never joyn 
in any Common Deſign, But let them once have any one 
Phraſe, to know one Another by, any ſettled Place for their con- 
ſtant Meetings, and a Set and Known Company for Them to 
Meet with?, or any Bond whatever, which doth Unite Them, and 
They preſently become a Diſtinf# People and begin to be Dange- 
rous, as having an Intereſt and Counſels of their own, which 
the Government is not the Manager of, nor Privy to ; but ſhall 
quickly find it ſelf highly concerned, by all means to pro. 
vide agSainft. And this is the Foundation of that advice which 
Macenas gave to Anguſtus, At no hand to endure Thoſe who 
attempted 0 brins in zew {trange Worſhips into the State, Dion. 
Caſſ. Lib. 56. 1.1, 52, þ, 561. in Edit. Steph. For from thence 
ſaith 
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ithihe proceed. * There are ſome Confederations, Cenfſpiracies, and 
Afociations, things certainly which the Government had need co be 
much aware off, And it is a very vain thing to Imagine, that thoſe who 
oh ſuch great niceneſs of Conſcience, whatever their opinions 
be, they will aſe none but lawful wayes to promote them : It is rather 
true, that they will reckon all wayes lawful by which it is poſſible that 
they may promote them, _ 

Ler it once be permitted to crafty, ative and talking men, to Inſtill 
into the minds ot all ſorts of people the neceſſity, uſefulneſs, or the 
rare excellency of any one thing, or Contrivance whatever beyond all 


that which the preſent Laws and eſtabliſhment doth provide for : and is 


not here amoſt readily prepared matter for any bold Buxtefex to work 
upon,who will take upon himto help the Nation immediatly to this ſo 
fine a thing : Hath not any ſuchunderraker, a vaſt and already formed 
party in all parts of the Nation ? Let him but repreſent it to them, that 
the preſent Government is the only rub which is in their way between 
them and this their ſo fancied happineſs, and what will be a conſequent 
reſolution; bur let us remove that obſtacle, ſo publick a good is much 
to be preferred ſure before any particular form or family, the welfare 
of the Nation is the great End, and Governors themſelyes were 
created but in order to that, and conſequently are to ceaſe as often as 
that End can be better attained without them 
Though the pretence be —_ but Conſcience, yet every diſcon- 
tent will joyn to make the cry molt loud and general. Schiſmes do of 
themſelves naturally grow into Parties, and befides are moſt plauſible 
occaſions for any elſe to joynunto them. The gathered Churches are 
moſt excellent materials to raiſe new Troops out of : and when they are 
thus far prepared they are at the ſervice of any one who will attempt 
to lead them on, 
If Al men were Wiſe and Honeſt, if every one underſtood well and 
would a& accordingly, it were then perhaps reaſonable enough to 
leave things clearly tro Conſcience, as the very beſt Rule we could 
poſſibly think of : Burt let us adde, thatif this would ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſſity of the coercive power of our Laws in Religious matters, it 
would do this much more in all civil Ones:For no Laws,which ever were 
or can be in the world, can provide in any degree for thoſe large mea- 
ſares of Juſtice, Equity and Fair dealing, which would infallibly every 
where be to be met with, if we were ſure that men would alwayes 
have a care to keep a good Conſcience: Trath, Juſtice, Temperance,&c. 
are things which every mans Conſcience doth, and muſt needs tell him 
x are 
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Conſcience is not alone to be truſted, even in theſe things which are 
her Natural, her moſt familiar Obje&ts. And if we ſee that ſhe doth 
daily prevaricate in theſe plain and obvious things where ſhe is ſo-eaſily 
found out; we have no great cauſe to truſt to her fidelity : that ſhe will 
notalſo diſſemble in thoſe things which are more remore and obſcure, 
and hidden fo far from the beſt of our diſcovery. Let thoſe therefore 
who plead for Liberty of Conſcience confider,' that there are Two ſores 
of men which ought to be provided againſt, to keep this Contrivance 
of theirs from being abſolutely the moit ſenſeleſs and dangerous in the 
whole World : and we profeſs our ſelves unable upon their grounds 
to provide againſt them, viz, Thoſe who do pretend Conſcience ; and 
thoſe who abyſe it. And there is a Third ſort likewiſe which ſome care 
ought to be taken of, viz. Thoſe vaſt numbers which are every day 
{;1! lyable- to be more and more abuſed by ſuch Pretences. Thoſe 
Laws are not fitted for the Temper of this World, which proceed upon 
this Suppoſition, That every one who looks demurely 1s preſently in 


good earneſt, That men ſay nothing but what they think, Let us con- 


ſider, thar it is very poſſible for men to Perſonate, and then we ſhall 
not be ſo eager to defire a general licence for every one. who hath a 
mind to become a publick Cheat. 
The Inconveniences likewiſe, which ſuch a Toleration will bring upon a 
Temporal account, will be very great and very Univerſal: not a City, 
not a Pariſh, nay perhaps not a Family free from them, And we ſhall 
quickly ſee what a ſad paſs things will come at, if the unconfidering part 
of mankind ſhall ly thus expoſed to every one who will go about to de- 
ceive them. SA 

And then from theſe diverfities of Judgments, and many times when 
Tt is only different forms of ſpeaking, there will immediately ariſe great 
diſtances-of affe&ion : for theſe divipens of Reuben there will preſently 
be great thoughts of Heart, Surmifings, Cenſures, Jealouſies, Railings, 
Evil-ſpeakings, Animoſities, Peeviſhneſs, Malice, perverſe Diſputings, 
and every evil way, each Congregation will have ſome one litrle Pro- 
poſition, which all its Proſelyres muſt be known by, which all their 
thoughts muſt be always running upon, and every bodyelſe muſt needs 
comeup too. The ſmalleſt gathered Church cannot hold its Members 
rogether, unleſs it hath ſome. parucular thing to engage them upon, 
and to have them known by : For they cannot with any tace ſeparate 
from all Mankind, but they muſt have ſomething to ſay for ir, _ 


This Comtriyance, however it be abſurdand dangerous, will-not- 


with- 
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withſtanding that, have alwayes many who will be very fond of it, fot 
it is a moſt ready way for every forward fellow to think himſelf ſome- 
what in that -heis got into ſuch a Se&, and that he thinks, that if he 
can but improve the notion a little farther, he ſhall then be the more 
taken notice of : and if he finds that his Addixion is but alittle taking,he 
will then forſike his Maſters to ſet up for himſelf, divide from thar 
Church of which he is now ſo precious a Member, to gather a purer of 
his own: Andſo this Light will ſerve moſt bravely for himſelf to ſhine 
1n, 

But-if this had been a new Invention, its Contrivers might then have 
beenatlowed to have enterrained huge hopes of ir, bur alas, it hath 
been often tryed and always brought great <onfuſion along with ir : 
and therefore there was then great care taken by the Rewans, what 
Religion their ſubjets were of, one of the ancienteſt Laws , we read 
of, Separatim nemo habeſſit Deos,neve novos,ſed nt aavenas niſt publice ad- 
ſeitos privatim colanto. Tul, |, 2. de legibus, XIT TABLES. This 
was an eſpecial-part of eZailes cate. Ne qui mſi Romano Dis, neque alio 
more quam patrio colerentar, Liv.lib. 4.p. 155. Eaſily concluding that as 
ſoon asever they had another Religion,their Countrey had loſt the ber. 
ter half of them. In variety of worſhip the one muſt needs reckon the 
other Erroneous, perhaps Impious ; and then how lamentably muſt 
that City be divided, whoſe Inhabitants think themſelves bound as they 
love God to hate one another : and it hath been often ſeen that a com- 
mon enemy hath crept in at their inteſtine diviſions, and deſtroyed 
[ both; white the one did not enough care to hurt the other. 
|  Beour Apprehenſions concerning Divine matters never fo different, 

( I grant that we ought not for the ſake of them to want the dutyes of 
common humanity ; we ſhall grant thar ſo to do, is a great error. But 
alas! itis too general a one, and law-makersare to conſider not only 
what men ought, but what they are to do. Why ſhall I fight ( ſaith one J 
for a Prince who is an Idolater? And why ſhould I ( faith another ) 
take any cafe to relieve thatCity which is only a Bundle of Schiſmaticks? 
And what was the policy of Ferobeams calves think we but this? He did 
not caſt of the truce God, but only ſer up another way ofWorſhip,as eaſily 
concluding, that if T can but perſwade them to be of another religion, 
I ſhall eafily keep them to be another Kingdom, do bur divide their 
1 Faiths,and the Nations will never care to unite again, 

% Andpray tell me, what ſhalla Prince do in that cafe, where there 
are divers wayes of Worſhip allowed,and frequented inthe ſame Nation ? 
Shall he diſcountenance the profeſſors of any one, by keeping them out of 
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C36) ag 
all Office and Employment ? Tf ſo, he diſobligeth that whoſe Profei}}- 


on, loſerh ſo many hearts, who ſure will think themſelves to be very-. 
bardly dealt with in that they are difreſpeted, only out of their Zeal 


to God, and becauſe they fo.low the beft of their Light. And what will 


they think of ſuch a State, which doth refuſe to employ them merely 
upon this account, becauſe ( in the - words of our Author ) they uſe 
all manner of means to ſave their Souls ? Or /econdly, ſhall the Prince. 


carry himſelf equally and indifferently toward all Perſwafions, coun- 
renance and prefer themall alike > This can hardly be, becauſe he him- 


felf muſt be of ſome Oxe, and that will thinkir ſelf not fairly dealt with: 


} it hath not ſome preheminence ; And when he endeavours to ſhew 
himfelf indifferent to all perſwaſions, it will then be ſaid, that he makes 
uſe of all Religions for his own Ends, but himſelf really 1s of none, and. 


ſa perhaps none ofthem will be really for him : And thus by endeavor-- 


ing to diſpleaſe neither party, 'he ſhall certainly diſpleaſe them both ; 


at leaſt the Zealors of all fides will repreſent him at the beſt as one 


Lukewarm, and fo only fic (as it is in the Reve!.) to be ſpit ont at 
their Months, 


Men may talk of their fine projets as long as they pleaſe, but ſurely 


where the Church is already fo ſerled, as that it hatha great dependance- 


on the Government, and the Government hath a ſtanding influence 


upon that; thoſe Politicks muſt needs be very ſtrange which go about to- 


alter ſuch a Conſtitution, and inftead ofa Clergy thus regulated, it is 


no kindneſs ſure to-the Aonarchy.to ſet up ſucha Miniſtry which ſhall 
depend chiefly upon the People. And when the whole method of the 


Preachers maintenance,and reputation, muſt be the various Arts, by 


which he can either Suide or follow the ſeveral hnmours of each of his 


Congregation ; No man.can tell what it is pofible for a good Crafts. 
maſter to perſwade the multitude unto. Ps Ea © 

As to our particular caſe, if theſe People, what this book pleads for, 
had barely aTo{cration,1 do not know that it would ſatisfy them ;1 fuſpe& 


it may increaſe cheir number, and ſo enable them in a while -to demand 


much more, andwhen they are a little ſtronger, their way would ap- 
pear not only: rne but abſolutely neceſfary, vid.  Bancrof- dangerous 
Poſitions, and practices. pag. 108... 1 w 


- 


For however they do.now ſpeak us fair, and tel} us, that the things. 


impoſcd are all lawful, and all that they deſire is,. that fome perſons 
may in pity be borne with who do not think them to be. lawful, yer we 
ſ{hrewdly ſuſpect that they teach their Proſelytes much orherWi/e, for 
the peopie as long as ever they have been under theſe mens Tutourage, 

are 
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arenot yet altogether ſo mad,as to make ſo great and withal ſo needlefs. 


a ſeparation : If their Teachers wonld but let them know ſo much, that 


theſe things are all lawful, which all this clamour and {cruple is: 


made abour ; they would never I fay, be perſwaded to have all theſe 
heart- burnings and jealoufies, to fight and make parties againſt that 


Church, which in theſe its chiefeſt adverſaryes eſteems, held or praiſed 


nothing which was at all blame-worthy, any otherwiſe than as irs Diſ- 


ſenters by miſtake conceived it to be ſo; No.certainly, the poor people: 


are without doubt ſtill led on with thoſe obſolete and forſaken pleas of 
Popery, Superſtition, Will-Worſpip, and Tdolatry, which though their 


Teachers know, and here confeſs to be nothing, yer Idoubr they wilt. 


not let their Diſciples know ſo much : they are perſwaded that we are 


Hdlaters, and have been more than once animated to execute the rigor: 


of Moſes his Law upon us for it : and when the next opportunity offers: 


it ſelf, we ſhall be called Babylon once more, and then the conſequent 


will beas formerly, Happy /oall be be who taketh thy Children and daſucth- 


them againſt the ſtones. | 


In one word then, to allow this pretence of Conſcience is no way 


prudent, becauſe there is no probability that it can produce any good 


effect : It is athing,of which you ſhall never be ableto ſee a good end.” 
Toltration then upon the whole matter is very unneceſlary art this time, 
becauſe the Impoſitions in the Apologiſts own Judgment are very law- 
ful, it is very unſafe, becauſe we know not how great Evils it may pro- 
duce; we have ſhewed, that rhey will not tolerate each other, and that 
the Magiſtrate bath no reaſon to tolerate either of them, it brings great 
ſcandals upon Religion, and muſt needs breed great quarrels in the 
State. And laſtly, If it were granted, themſelves are not yet agreed: 
about its Nature and Bounds, and ſo it we ſhould at preſent give it, 
they- would as-yet be at a very great loſs what to do with it, Let us 
then be permitted ro continue as we are; ſeeing itis notagreed in whart 
manner we ſhall be altered, andthe. A.terations propoſed by this. Au- 

thor have been demonſtrated to be dangerous to the Religion and to 
the government of the Kingdom. ; __ 


There was another TREATISE lately publiſhed 
concerning the due Latitude of Religion, that Author is 
likewiſe concerned to fix his own Latitude, and let us know how 


much it is ; that he and his whole Party will be content with, 
ONT 8 |; 
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_ _ Thefirſtis,p.28. Such is the complicated condition of =; 

humane affairs, that it 1s exceeding difficult to deviſe } 
a Ruleor Model that ſhal provide for all whom Equity 
_ will plead for. Therefore the Prudent and Sober 
 willagquieſce in any Conſtitution, that is1n ſome good 
' _ . . fort proportionableto the Endsof Government, If o, 
..'-  -beyarein this Authors judgment neither Prudent 'nor Sober 

.  *men, Whocallſolud for a Toleration.” — _ 
The ſecond 1s, p. 38. Nevertheleſs, if when all is ſaid, 
ſome diſſatisfaction doth invincibly poſleſs the judg- 
ment,In that caſe, Chriſtian Hunulity,and Charity as 
wellas Diſcretion, adviſeth ſuch Perſons to acquieſce 
in their private Security and Freedom, and not to 
reach after that Liberty,that may unſettle the Publick 
Order, and undermine the common Safety, If ſo, 
thiſe men want Humility, Charity and Diſcretion, who de- 
mand a publick Liberty for their Conſciences, 
We take theſe few Lines to be a ſufficient anſwe: to all the 
Reſt, and they are ſo plain,as that I sball not necd to Comment 
4pm Them, afins 
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